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New School Year 

As you are probably aware, the start of a new school year 
is always fraught with challenges and difficulties. This year 
is no exception. Laurie Yule is off with a medical issue and 
Shannon Behan will be in China for a two week period. 

The good news is that we have a wonderful group of 
International students who have settled in nicely to their 
new school routines. The students are working hard to 
improve their English and to learn about Canadian 
culture. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any 
educational or homestay concerns during Shannon’s 
absence. 

Top Sending Countries 

International students come to Canada from all over the 
world. In fact, 194 different countries send students to 
Canada. The top five countries of origin are: China, India, 
Korea, Saudi Arabia and France. These countries 
represent almost 60% of total international student 
enrolment in Canada. 

Where Powell River International Students are From 

China – 9 
France – 1 
Hong Kong – 2 
Japan – 7 
Korea – 6 
Mexico -2 
Switzerland -1 
Total = 26 
 

    

Student Profile – Sarah Kim 

Sarah likes attending Brooks School 

as the students are friendly and 

helped helpful when she was new to 

the school last year.  Last year in 

grade 9, Sarah enjoyed her ESL 

class with Ms. Leach and this year 

she is enjoying her Planning 10 

course with Mr. Bennett. 

Sarah likes the fact that she can 

choose her own courses in Canada, 

which she thinks are building her 

skills as a student. “Since being at 

Brooks, I have met a lot of friends, 

both Canadian and International. I 

spend lots of time with them; 

walking, camping, and just hanging 

out.” Sarah also points out that 

people in Powell River are really 

friendly and go out of their way to 

help her adapt to her new lifestyle 

in Canada. 

When not doing her school work or 

hanging out with friends, Sarah 

likes to skateboard with her 

homestay sister on the road where 

she lives. “I am just learning how to 

skateboard, but I am getting better 

quickly and hope to be able to do 

some skateboard tricks soon.” 

This past summer Sarah’s parents 

came to Powell River and stayed for 

several days before travelling with 

her to Victoria and Vancouver. “We 

all loved seeing the sites in these 

two cities, especially the B.C. 

Legislative buildings in Victoria.  

Sarah would like to graduate from 

Brooks School then study Hotel 

Management in Canada or Hawaii. 

Important Dates 
 Friday, September 25 – Pro D 

 Thursday, October 1 – 9:00am Individual Photo Day  

Contact  
Gerry Brach 
gerry.brach@sd47.bc.ca 

www.sd47.bc.ca/intl 
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